Holyport vs HURLEY 1XI – 30th May 2009
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Total



139-3
Hurley’s tremendous start to the season continued on Saturday away to Holyport in Division 2 of the Chilterns League with a crushing 7 wicket win. Having won the toss, Hurley skipper Mike Cole chose to field rather than recline away from the languid heat in the cool shade of the pavilion. Skippering is easy when Cole has the option of throwing the ball to Farook Hussain (15 overs 3-23) and the languorous bowler duly obliged by removing Holyport’s first three batsmen and the home side were blown away at 38-4. A 51 run partnership between Fowler (36) and Thompson (33) brought brief hope, but with the wicket developing demons akin to a Ken Russell film, a big total on a small ground looked unlikely. Phil Ridgeway (3-29) was trundled on to remove the vital middle order pair of Thompson and Homer (14) and the home side declined to 138 all out inside 48 overs. Tidy glovework from stand in keeper Dave Simoes resulted in no byes, a feat all the more remarkable given the uneven bounce.
If Hurley thought victory would be a formality, they too found themselves with a hill to climb subsiding to 27-3 as Walker (3-19) came on first change and cleaned up all three wickets inside 5 balls. But the unlikely heroes for Hurley were Trevor Balchin (45 not) and Naeem Akhtar (55not) as they tamed the vagaries of the pitch and punished any loose bowling. These two put on a remarkable unbeaten 112 in 21 overs to give Hurley their third league win of the season in four games and leave them well placed to challenge for honours. 

