
HURLEY v Theale & Tilehurst Date: 30th May 
 
Played at Theale 
 
Innings of Theale & Tilehurst 
 
C. Cooke c. Hampton b. Basharat 18 
I. Reeves c. & b. Basharat 30 
S. Kumar c. Smith b. D. Walton 69 
H. Osborn c. Kayani b. Smith 64 
A. Ahmed Not out  3 
J. Morris Not out  25 
  Extras 17 
  Total 226 
  For 4 
 

Bowling 
 
 Overs Maidens Runs Wkts. 
R. Brown 5 0 31 0 
M. Basharat 8 0 40 2 
S. Draper 8 1 42 0 
Steve Taylor 8 1 35 0 
R. Smith 6 0 34 1 
D. Walton 3 0 19 1 
Scott Taylor 2 0 15 0 



Innings of Hurley 
 
S. Kayani c. Morris b. Rees 2 
M. Walton c. & b. Osborn 27 
Steve Taylor c. Dixon b. Osborn 109 
R. Brown  b. Kumar 14 
M. Hampton c. Shotter b. Cooke 22 
J. Draper c. Shotter b. Kumar 2 
M. Basharat c. Reeves b. Cooke 4 
S. Draper Not out  13 
D. Walton  b. Dixon 0 
R. Smith Run out  5 
Scott Taylor Not out  0 
  Extras 29 
  Total 227 
  For 9 
 

Bowling 
 
 Overs Maidens Runs Wkts. 
B. Rees 8 0 56 1 
M. Dixon 8 0 36 1 
B. Stroud 3 0 25 0 
C. Cooke 5 0 30 2 
H. Osborn 8 0 26 2 
S. Kumar 8 0 40 2 
I. Reeves 0.2 0 11 0 
 
Result:  Hurley won by 1 wicket. 
 
Hurley skipper, Matt Hampton, spent Sunday morning ringing round to get 
players off their sick beds in order to get a team together to travel to Theale & 
Tilehurst.  When the walking wounded arrived at the ground, they found a 
wicket which looked like it had been used as a template for a new army 
camouflage pattern.  On seeing this Hampton needed no further 
encouragement to invite the hosts to bat first in a forty over contest.  In truth, 
the wicket played a lot better than it looked and the home side progressed 
comfortably to forty-one in the eighth over when a diving, one handed catch 
by Hampton to dismiss Cooke (18) gave Mo Basharat the first of two wickets. 
Two overs later, Basharat held a skier off his own bowling to send Reeves 
(30) back to the pavilion at fifty-eight for two.  This brought together the 
Theale skipper, Sunny Kumar, and Harry Osborn (64) who kept the score 
board ticking over a good rate as they added 129 for the third wicket.  As so 
often in the past, Dave Walton proved to be the man to break the partnership, 
dismissing Kumar (69) to a good catch by Rob Smith at mid on.  Smith 
claimed a wicket in the very next over, this time it was Shoaib Kayani holding 
a well judged catch on the square leg boundary, where he had spent most of 



the afternoon.  A flurry from Ahmed (3*) and Morris (25*) took the score to 226 
for 4 at the end of forty overs. 
 
The Hurley chase got off to the worst possible start, Kayani guiding an 
innocuous delivery from Bobby Rees to Morris at second slip who gratefully 
accepted the easiest of catches.  The veteran pairing of Steve Taylor and 
Mike Walton set about building a partnership of 146 to set up what turned out 
to be a thrilling finish to the match.  Despite the uncertain nature of the pitch, 
Taylor produced an excellent display of shots to amass 109 runs including 18 
boundaries, only giving one chance on ninety-eight, which was spilled by the 
keeper.  At the other end, Walton (27) kept nudging and nurdling to keep the 
score board moving.  Kumar introduced himself and Osborn into the attack 
and they were successful in stemming the flow of runs to the extent that the 
visitors were left requiring eighty-seven from the last eleven overs.  Osborn 
claimed the wicket of Walton, holding a sharp return catch, as the batsmen 
tried to accelerate.  A brief cameo from Ross Brown (14) was ended by a 
straight delivery from Kumar and when Taylor holed out to Dixon off Osborn 
(2-26) it was the skipper, Matt Hampton who took up the gauntlet, hitting 
twenty-two from twenty deliveries to keep his side in with a chance.  A flurry of 
wickets left the visitors requiring twenty-three to win from the final three overs 
with Sam Draper and Dave Walton at the crease.  Walton failed to trouble the 
scorers and only four runs were scored from the thirty-eighth over leaving Rob 
Smith and Draper to score nine from the penultimate over. With ten runs 
needed for victory, a mid wicket conference by the home side decided on Ian 
Reeves to bowl the final over. Draper hit the first delivery to the boundary.  
The next delivery was a no ball; this was followed by a wide, but saw Smith 
run out as the batsmen attempted a run. Last man, the diminutive, fourteen 
year old Scott Taylor strode to the middle with four runs still needed.  Another 
wide allowed the batsmen to scamper through for a single.  With two runs to 
win, Reeves fired in another illegal high full toss which Draper despatched for 
a single giving his side a thrilling victory by the narrowest of margins. 


