
June 15th 2014: M&B 2nds 87-8 lost to Hurley U15 88-7 by 3 wickets  
 
Team: Cooper, Graham, Dawkins, Casale, Savage, Funnell, C Poole, B Poole, Wright, Johnstone, 
Bowler 
  
A Saturday  packed with sporting drama leaving many of us on the edge of our sofas was quickly 

followed on Sunday morning by the equally compelling friendly fixture between M&B 2nds and 

Hurley U15. The game was reduced to friendly status and re-arranged away due to the danger posed 

to the other youngsters at Hurley when we play hard ball fixtures while they train. Essentially Hurley 

needs an extension. 

The ground at Maidenhead is picturesque and of the highest quality – nice clubhouse, fast outfield, 

church overlooking it - but unfortunately we were relegated over the road to the 3rd team pitch 

which was not in the best of condition with a long outfield and inconsistent bounce. 

The hosts won the toss and chose to bat and the opening pair looked untroubled as they saw off the 

opening bowlers. It was down to change pair the Poole twins to restore some order and Charlie 

made the breakthrough when he bowled Baldwin for 4. This brought Chris Allen to the crease and he 

struck the ball very cleanly in a rapid and fluent 17. When Bowler slipped one through his defences, 

and with the excellent Tom Buckle retiring at 25 under friendly rules, M&B were 62-2 in the 14th over 

and Hurley sensed an opening.  

Indeed 62-2 soon became 84-8 as our support bowlers Graham, Bowler and Johnstone came into the 

attack and picked up regular wickets. A one-handed caught and bowled from Graham was simply 

outstanding and debutant Ross Johnstone had an eventful nine ball over that saw him take a 

remarkable 3 for 7. The return of Buckle was not enough to bolster the score as he was deprived of 

strike and M&B closed on 87-8.  

In reply Hurley opened with run-machine Casale and Johnstone. M&B opener Chris Allen looked 

lively and took 2 quick wickets, trapping Johnstone lbw with one that kept low and bowling Dawkins 

when a forward defensive push squeezed through, trickled back and dislodged the bails. Neither 

batsman troubled the scorers (well scorer, as they did not have one). 

Cue captain Cameron Wright (5) to restore some order giving good support to Casale as he cruised 

to his retirement score at 25. With Wright chipping a catch to midwicket, Joe Graham deceived by 

the lack of pace and playing across the line and Dan Cooper missing a straight one, Hurley were in 

danger of falling short and needed someone to come to the party. 

In at 5 was Luke Funnell for the first time this season, with orders to give it a bash, which is exactly 

what he did. Ben Poole joined him and played some authentic strokes, with both players scoring 13 

and finding the distant boundary. With this pair gone Hurley were 77-7 and it was down to Charlie 

Poole (4*) and Bowler (5*) to calmly take us home with 14 balls left, leaving us victors by 3 wickets. 

A good game played in the right spirit and another win to write home about. I was pleased to give 

some of you a game which I can’t always do and you all did well. Well done to all involved and 

thanks to Stuart for umpiring. Next game 23rd June – team to follow. 

Training – Wednesday club bight 6.30-8pm, Sunday 9.30-11am 


