
Holyport 2nd XI vs Hurley 2nd XI – Chiltern League Division 2 (90 overs win/lose) 

Weather: Fair, sunny periods with a cool breeze 

Elevation: 89 feet above sea level 

Toss: Holyport – elected to field first 

Result: Hurley won by 70 runs 

 

Innings of Hurley 

N. Akhtar c. Gadeke b. Boulton 20 

D. Simoes+ c. J. Ginige b. Jheeta 56 

K. Baillie  b. Hayat 63 

M. Singh c. Ahmed b. Jheeta 28 

J. Cole* c. Boulton b. S. Ginige 21 

H-A. Baig  b. Jheeta 5 

J. Singh Not Out 33 

A. Singh Not Out 7 

L. Cole }   

R. Kota } DNB  

N. Haines }   

  Extras (7b, 4lb, 9w, 3nb) 23 

  TOTAL 256-6 / 45 overs 

 

T. Boulton 7 0 31 1 

M. Rizvi 8 0 38 0 

F. Hussain 8 1 35 0 

S. Abbas 5 1 29 0 

H. Hayat 5 0 32 1 

P. Jheeta 8 0 62 3 

S. Ginige 4 1 18 1 

 

Innings of Holyport 

J. Ginige  b. Akhtar 16 

P. Jheeta* c. Simoes b. J. Singh 8 

A. Gadeke  b. Akhtar 4 

F. Ahmed  b. J. Singh 4 

C. Smith+ st. Simoes b. Haines 24 

H. Hayat c. Baillie b. J. Singh 17 

F. Hussain Not Out 91 

T. Boulton st. Simoes b. Haines 0 

S. Abbas c. Simoes b. Haines 2 

M. Rizvi  b. Haines 0 

S. Ginige  b. Akhtar 1 

  Extras (1b, 4lb, 11w, 3nb) 23 

  TOTAL 186 / 43.2 overs 



 

N. Akhtar 8.2 2 25 3 

J. Singh 7 1 44 3 

M. Singh 7 0 18 0 

R. Kota 2.5 0 11 0 

A. Singh 1.1 0 3 0 

L. Cole 6 0 26 0 

H-A. Baig 4 1 26 0 

N. Haines 7 0 28 4 

 

Hurley rocked up to Holyport’s ground behind the village hall to find the usual green-tinged wicket 

and a lush outfield. Much discussion was had about the new fence erected on the far side to keep 

the expensive dressage horses away from the cricketers, and vice versa. It was clear from the off 

that Holyport were missing several regulars due to holidays, injuries and such like, as the opposition 

players merrily set off by introducing themselves to each other. No such selection problems for a 

resurgent Hurley side looking to put away the disappointment of last week’s cancelled game vs Penn 

and Tylers and following on from the last completed match with the hammering of Phoenix Old Boys 

from three weeks ago. 

But it was a mixture of our old boy, along with youth, familiar faces and a returning legend that saw 

Hurley to a comfortable victory by 70 runs in this 90 over win-lose format. There was no sign of the 

carnage that was to follow when Holyport won the toss and elected to field first. The in form David 

Simoes (56) and returning Naeem Akhtar (20) opened up for the visitors and serenely progressed to 

38 in the 8th over. Some good bowling from Tom Boulton (1-31) and Mohammad Rizvi (0-38) with the 

new ball saw several edges go safe, and it was Boulton who made the breakthrough having Akhtar 

well caught, low down at first slip. The imperious Kelvin Baillie (63) then upped the run rate with 

some aggressive hitting, as the diminutive Simoes nudged and nurdled in support. The pair put on 90 

for the second wicket in 21 overs to blunt the home attack. Baillie was undone when trying to 

accelerate further and was clean bowled by debutant Hassan Hayat (1-32). Simoes was finally caught 

at gully off the bowling of skipper Paul Jheeta (3-62). Supporting cameos by the middle-order 

powerhouse of Mandeep Singh (28) and skipper Josh Cole (21) started to accelerate the run rate, 

and it took good catches to remove them – Jheeta and youngster Savinu Ginige (1-18) being the 

beneficiaries. Cole, in particular, found himself a little unlucky as he smashed a short-wide ball to 

deep cover. 14-year-old Haider-Ali Baig (5) looked impressive in defence until he was bowled by the 

wily Jheeta in the 41st over to leave Hurley on 221-5, and potentially looking at a little under par 

score. This season Joban Singh has generally provided the impetus, if not technique, to rattle along 

the scoreboard. This innings was no different and with your scribe trying to keep up with the 

boundaries Singh, ably supported in the running department by younger brother Akash (7*) 

smashed an 18-ball 33, including taking 20 off the 43rd over to leave Hurley on a very respectable 

256-6 off their allocated 45 overs. 

The Holyport reply started positively with a large target to chase and the vagaries of the pitch, 

Janaka Ginige (16) taking a liking to anything short and wide before his stumps were rearranged by 

help of a healthy inside edge off the effervescent Akhtar (3-25). ‘Keeper Simoes had an eventful day, 

having a hand in several of the wickets, and it was a juggled catch behind off Joban Singh (3-44) that 

saw Jheeta (8) depart in the 6th over. Wickets tumbled more quickly than the last horse at the Grand 

National as Singh clean bowled Fayaz Ahmed (4) and had Hayat (17) caught at mid-off, both guilty of 

poor shot selections. Akhtar joined in the fun bowling Archie Gadeke (4) with one that swung and 



kept a little low to leave the home side struggling at 52-5 after 12 overs, and in danger of folding 

quickly. However, pride and extra bonus points were salvaged by Chris Smith (24) and the excellent 

Fayaz Hussain (91*) who patiently added 86 for the 6th wicket and saw off the new ball and first 

change seamers. Krish Kota (0-11) had to be removed from the attack having been judged to have 

bowled two consecutive head high beamers, and was replaced by part-time Akash Singh to bowl the 

rest of the over. Skipper Cole belatedly turned to his spinners, brother Liam (0-26) bowling well for 

no reward. Smith could have been run out by a direct hit from Mandeep Singh, but the umpire ruled 

in the favour of the batter. That seemed to energise the visitors and it was the veteran Nigel Haines 

(4-28) whose slow left arm made the difference, having both Smith and Boulton (0) stumped, and 

Saif Abbas (2) caught behind. Bowling with immaculate control, Haines also clean bowled Rizvi (0) 

going for a heave first ball to leave Holyport 148-9 off 39 overs. Hussain then proceeded to “go nuts” 

and cart the ball around the ground, with partner Ginige (1) adding only a single to the 38 run 

partnership for the 10th wicket. It was fitting that having been protected from a lot of the strike, that 

Akhtar returned to bowl Ginige with a pacy delivery to leave Hurley comprehensive winners. 

Credit to both captains to ensure that an excellent over-rate was maintained throughout, in a match 

played in good spirits. 


