
Hurley 2nd XI vs Emmbrook & Bearwood 2nd XI – Chiltern League Division 2 (90 overs win/lose) 

Date: 21st August 2021 

Weather: Overcast, muggy, threat of thundery showers 

Elevation: 96 feet above sea level 

Toss: Hurley – elected to field first 

Result: Hurley won by 7 wickets 

 

Innings of Emmbrook & Bearwood 

R. Gupta+ c. Baillie b. Akhtar 1 

D. Painter  b. Akhtar 7 

M. Booth* c. Ridgeway b. Akhtar 3 

R. Balakrishnan c. Akhtar b. M. Singh 26 

T. Birkin c. and b. J. Singh 4 

H. Ramsey c. Simoes b. M. Singh 5 

I. Ratcliffe  b. Akhtar 10 

S. Humphrey c. Baillie b. Ridgeway 12 

D. Waters c. Simoes b. M. Singh 0 

A. Kuchimanchi NOT OUT 15 

D. Mead  b. J. Singh 0 

  Extras (3w) 3 

  TOTAL 86 

 

N. Akhtar 9 5 11 4 

J. Singh 7.4 3 11 2 

M. Singh 9 7 8 3 

K. Baillie 5 1 25 0 

P. Ridgeway 5 0 31 1 

 

Innings of Hurley 

N. Akhtar c. Ramsey b. Mead 43 

C. Williams LBW b. Mead 8 

H-A. Baig c. Waters b. Humphrey 6 

D. Simoes+ NOT OUT 9 

K. Baillie NOT OUT 12 

L. Cole }   

P. Rideway }   

A. Singh } DNB  

J. Singh* }   

M. Singh }   

N. Haines }   

  Extras (9w) 9 

  TOTAL 87-3 

 



R. Balakrishnan 7 1 29 0 

A. Kuchimanchi 4 0 16 0 

D. Mead 5 2 9 2 

S. Humphrey 5 0 19 1 

R. Gupta 2 1 13 0 

D. Waters 0 0 1 0 

 

Consistency is the key to winning cricket matches, and a largely unchanged strong Hurley side 

featuring nine of the same team that won last week’s match at Holyport ensured a rather one-sided 

affair at Shepherds Lane, the home team victorious by 7 wickets and finished by 5.15pm. In fairness 

Emmbrook and Bearwood were shorn of several regulars and lacked the depth of batting and 

bowling when Hurley played the reverse fixture earlier in the season, in which the result was largely 

reversed.  

When the covers were rolled back they revealed a good looking, but sticky, wicket from the 

overnight rain. With the threat of more thundery showers looming, and eyes being kept on the rain 

radar, the toss was going to be instrumental; Emmbrook skipper Matt Booth called incorrectly, and 

Hurley captain Joban Singh had no hesitation in asking the visitors to bat first. With humid and 

muggy conditions the new ball was likely to be key to a good start, and so it proved with Emmbrook 

disappearing to 18-4 after the first 12 overs. The visiting batters had no answer to the pace and 

accuracy of Naeem Akhtar (4-11), and probing away swing of Singh (2-11), and struggled to pierce 

the infield and rotate the strike. A good in-swinging delivery from Akhtar accounted for David 

Painter (7), bowled through the gate, and a checked drive saw Rajiv Gupta (1) chipping to mid-off 

where Kelvin Bailie held on to a good catch. Booth (3) became increasing frustrated with the lack of 

progress and attempted a booming drive only to nick the ball to slip where veteran Phil Ridgeway, 

just returning from a broken finger, tested the reconstructive skills of the NHS and held on to a very 

sharp catch without causing any further damage. Joban Singh had Tom Birkin (5) caught and bowled, 

low down to the bowler’s right. A recovery was started by Ravi Balakrishnan (26) and Harold Ramsey 

(5), as they grew in confidence and saw off the new ball bowlers. Both batsmen were fortunate, 

profiting from a couple of dropped catches in some otherwise excellent fielding, and progressed 

calmly to 48-4 off 21 overs before Ramsey feathered a catch behind off the parsimonious Mandeep 

Singh (3-8). This precipitated a further collapse as Singh bowled more maidens than can be found in 

Edinburgh Castle and cashed in on some injudicious shot selections to leave the visitors struggling at 

81-8 off 32 overs. Ian Ratcliffe (10) and Simon Humphrey (12) made good starts, before Humphrey 

fell to the wily Ridgeway (1-31) caught at long-off trying to accelerate the run rate. Youngster Adi 

Kuchimanchi (15*) stood firm and was largely untroubled whilst the return of Akhtar and Joban 

Singh finished off the innings, Akhtar having Ratcliffe caught behind and Singh cleaning up Dan Mead 

(0) to leave Emmbrook all out for 86. 

The cacophony of noise and encouragements that greeted the Hurley openers was possibly a little 

excessive given the low score to chase, and probably galvanised Akhtar (43) and Clive Williams (8) 

into progressing positively but without too many risks to 30-0 off nine overs. Balakrishnan (0-29) and 

the pacy Kucimanchi (0-16) did cause both batters to play and miss several times, much to the 

excitement of the fielding team. The introduction of the gentle leg spin of Mead (2-9) made the 

immediate breakthrough, pinning Williams plumb in front on a loosener that nearly bounced twice 

leaving the umpire with an easy decision. Akhtar started to accelerate, with the obdurate Haider-Ali 

Baig (6) for support, until first ball after the drinks break he slapped a wide long-hop to extra cover 

to leave Hurley at 53-2 in the 16th over. After Baig was caught at mid-off, off the medium pace of 



Humphrey (1-19), it took only three more overs to see off the runs required to victory with Simoes 

(9*) and Baillie (12*) combining to see Hurley over the line for a comfortable 7 wicket win. 

Next week sees the last league match of the season away to Little Marlow, with a win seeing Hurley 

secure a solid mid-table position. Watch out for the highlights of the match on The Wicked Cricket 

YouTube channel. 


