
Hurley 2nd XI vs Emmbrook & Bearwood 2nd XI – League W/L/D 

Date: 30th July 2022 

Weather: Warm and overcast 

Location: Shepherds Lane 

Toss: Emmbrook & Bearwood – elected to bat first 

Result: Emmbrook & Bearwood won by 95 runs 

 

Innings of Emmbrook & Bearwood 

M. Robertson  b. Joban Singh 17 
D. Painter  b. Joban Singh 37 
M. Booth* c. Ridgeway b. Duff 68 
R. Balakrishnan c. A. Singh b. Ridgeway 26 
H. Ramsey  b. Duff 18 
I. Parry† LBW b. Ridgeway 0 
C. Sawyer Not Out  49 
T. Morgan  b. Joban Singh 36 
R. Soni  b. Joban Singh 2 
T. Alborough  b. Joban Singh 0 
A. McNab Not Out  6 
  Extras (5b, 1w, 1nb) 7 
  TOTAL 266-9 

 

Joban Singh 12 1 60 5 
M. Singh 7 1 46 0 
P. Ridgeway 12 2 29 2 
L. Cole 3 0 25 0 
Surinder Singh 3 0 28 0 
F. Duff 5 0 32 2 
H-A. Baig 5 0 41 0 

 

Innings of Hurley 

M. Singh  b. Morgan 31 
H-A. Baig  b. McNab 0 
A. Singh† c. Parry b. Morgan 37 
Surinder Singh  b. Sawyer 11 
J. Cole*  b. Sawyer 6 
C. Williams Run Out (Morgan) 4 
Joban Singh  b. Sawyer 10 
P. Ridgeway  b. Morgan 18 
F. Duff  b. Morgan 0 
N. Singh  b. Alborough 25 
L. Cole Not Out  1 
  Extras (14b, 1lb, 6w, 2nb, 

5pr) 
20 

  TOTAL 171 



 

A. McNab 3 0 19 1 
R. Soni 3 0 30 0 
T. Morgan 10 2 56 4 
C. Sawyer 8 4 28 3 
T. Alborough 2 0 18 1 

 

Just like Rebekah Vardy at the Old Bailey, Hurley 2s aspirations came down to earth with a bump 

against rivals Emmbrook and Bearwood 2s, in a chastening 95 run victory for the visitors that, unless 

something extraordinary happens over the next four weeks, is likely to cement 3rd place in Chilterns 

Division 2 for the home team. 

On winning the toss, Bear’s skipper Matt Booth elected to bat first on a belter of a track with a rapid 

outfield – 71 boundaries were scored across both innings. The Emmbrook openers got off to a flier 

as Matt Robertson (17) and Dave Painter (37) helped themselves to some ordinary stuff by the new 

ball pair of Joban Singh (5-60) and Mandeep Singh (0-46), although both batsmen made full use of 

healthy edges. Joban regained some control and bowled Robertson at 30-1 in the 7th over, the first 

of his five wickets all of which were bowled. Booth (68) started cautiously in adding 45 with Painter, 

before the latter batter tried one heave too many and saw his stumps artistically rearranged at 75-2 

off 13 overs. Ravi Balakrishnan (26) and Booth then combined to form the highest partnership of the 

match – 75 off a patient 17 overs – as Hurley captain Josh Cole rotated his bowlers, switching to the 

slow left arm of Phil Ridgeway (2-29) as early as the 14th over. The veteran was impeccable in line 

and length, his first nine overs conceding only 11 runs, being rewarded by the wicket of Balakrishnan 

caught behind, and quickly followed by Iwan Parry LBW for a first ball duck. At the river end, runs 

were being leaked more quickly than Vardy’s social media accounts as Liam Cole (0-25) and Surinder 

Singh (0-28) were unable to exert any control, not helped by some shoddy fielding and a plethora of 

dropped catches. From 150-2 Emmbrook’s middle order disappeared more rapidly than Vardy’s 

mobile phone, Ridgeway and 15-year-old Freddie Duff (2-32) on his senior debut the beneficiaries as 

4 wickets fell in as many overs, the visitors staring at an under-par score at 170-6 off 33 overs. Duff 

impressed as he had Booth caught at midwicket and the excitable Harry Ramsey (18) bowled. With a 

maximum of 14 overs remaining the tail wagged effectively with Charlie Sawyer (49*) and Toby 

Morgan (36) adding a rapid 51 in 7 overs, before the returning Singh cleaned up Morgan, Rahul Soni 

(2) and Tommy Alborough (0) in quick succession. An intelligent unbroken last wicket partnership of 

32 off the final three overs by Sawyer and Alec McNab (6*) saw Emmbrook and Bearwood close at 

266-9 off their full entitlement, Sawyer just unable to secure his half century. Five penalty runs were 

awarded to the home team for batsmen continually running down the protected area. 

With only 43 overs to get the runs, and a win needed to overhaul their opponents, Hurley mixed up 

the order and opened their innings with some big hitters in an effort to get ahead of the run rate. A 

very vocal fielding team with a cacophony of noise started with the old ball and the spin of McNab 

(1-19) who, after some looseners, got the wicket of the in-form Haider-Ali Baig (0), clean bowling the 

opener. In fact, Hurley’s innings had no less than eight of their wickets being bowled, showing the 

benefit of bowling at the stumps and perhaps some questionable shot selections. Soni (0-30) leaked 

runs as an aggressive Mandeep Singh (31) took a liking to some long-hops and after six overs the 

score had raced to 56-1. Singh and Akash Singh (37) added a brisk 51 as the new ball was taken. The 

first change seam of Morgan (4-56) and the impressive left-arm pace of Sawyer (3-28) tore through 

Hurley’s top and middle order, as five wickets fell in seven overs, although bizarrely the run rate was 

still in excess of 8 per over. Morgan bowled Mandeep at 60-2, with a short ball that the batsmen was 



too early on, only to see it roll gently onto the stumps off his body. The experiment of promoting 

Surinder Singh (11) up the order didn’t work as he fell to Sawyer at 90-3 in the 10th over. Akash 

nicked behind to a feint edge and Josh Cole (6) fell as he failed to connect a booming drive to be 

bowled, the celebrations rather over the top. Clive Williams (4) was dispatched from his usual 

opening slot to add some glue to the middle order but was unluckily run out when Joban Singh 

smashed a drive back at the bowler, who dropped a ridiculously difficult chance but saw the ball 

dribble onto the non-strikers’ stumps as Williams stood out of his ground in bemusement. At 104-6 

off only 13 overs, Ridgeway (18) and Joban Singh (10) batted sensibly as the run rate ticked along, 

although with limited resources remaining a home win was now as likely as Rebekah Vardy making a 

confession. Singh was bowled by Sawyer at 138-7 in the 20th over, and Ridgeway fell the next over 

bowled via a deflection off his pads. Youngster Duff (0) looked relatively untroubled and although he 

didn’t get off the mark, before being another bowled victim via another deflection, looked to have a 

solid technique and temperament. A crowd-entertaining cameo from Nishan Singh (25) added 32 

with Liam Cole (1*) for the final wicket in three overs before being yorked by Alborough (1-18) to 

finish the innings with 17 overs still remaining, leaving the visitors victors by 95 runs. 


