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The Aussies are coming so make the 

most of it down the club for an 

Antipodean summer and bring the 

sandpaper. Sky are rumored to give 

World Cup coverage free to cricket 

clubs and we are adding a sound bar to 

boom out ‘Land of hope and glory’.  So 

let’s make this season a really fun one 

even if we are not the most successful 

band of brothers. 

 

My plea for contributions goes on. 

Sometimes I feel I’m writing this for my 

own benefit. There must be some juicy 

gossip out there for the ‘around the 

ground’ piece. Please share your 

thoughts and pictures. I need club 

gossip, pictures even a memory corner 

maybe a physio room. 

My aim to add just a little more fun into 

our club. Only 4 pages this time folks.  

 
 mikeridge2906@gmail.com.uk  

Go on, give me some feedback!  

☺ 
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Dates for your diary 

 
MACHU PICHU CHALLENGE 

Well done Pat, Barbados 2ODI, classic 
Bumble. MW won last month’s 
challenge. Take a snap of your cap in 
unusual or interesting places. No prize 
only my gratitude for contributions 
#Get a cap! 

Nets – from 24th Feb 10am.  
Coach provided, the one without wheels. 

 

Cricket Force w/e 5th – 7th April 

 

4 socials and 3-4 T20’s Friday nights 
 

 

mailto:mikeridge2906@gmail.com.uk


Great Habton CC 
 

with the idea” of introducing an All Stars Cricket 

centre – but their provision of short-form evening 

cricket has boosted the recruitment and retention 

of younger seniors, delivering an accessible entry-

point before hopefully converting them into 

weekend regulars. 

 

Maybe some clubs should reassess what 

constitutes success. Perhaps we shouldn’t judge a 

club by its covers. Lumley, who describes club 

cricket in Yorkshire as “not stable, but 

stabilising”, concludes with his top tip for small 

clubs: “Move from a professionalism stance to a 

social stance – stress you want people to come and 

have fun. The more they have fun, the more they’ll 

want to be there. The more they want to be there, 

the more likely you’ll turn them from members to 

volunteers.”  

 

Great Habton is a small village in the district 

of Ryedale in North Yorkshire, and its cricket 

club does not look like a thriving outfit at first 

glance, it has recently reformed after almost 

disappearing. 

 

“We offer something different. If you come to 

us, you know you’re coming to the pub 

afterwards. We try to win, but the pint’s more 

important than the win. Having 11 players out 

on any given day is good enough”. 

 

“It’s hugely important for small village clubs 

to find that niche. When people see us walking 

around town, they say, ‘Oh it’s the Habton 

lads’, which sounds trivial but it’s not. 

Crucially, we’re not cricketers – we’re a group 

of friends, first and foremost, who happen to 

play cricket – and there’s a big difference. 

We’ve recruited lads who play for enjoyment – 

not to play the highest standard and strive for 

professionalism. We backed ourselves as the 

social side, the underdogs – those who enjoy a 

beer and a laugh. We’re bucking the trend just 

by having that ethos”. 

 

A junior section has always proved a step too 

far for Great Habton – though they are “toying 

COLTS –  

Veggie is desperate for support for the colts 

program and ECB Allstars for 5-8 year olds. 

This year he will try to run 11s and 13s, but 

this is a big reduction on last year as he is 

short (!) (of volunteers) to run sides. Please 

help if you can. 

 
ECB SMALL GRANT 

 Hurley have been successful in another grant 

claim. The ECB has recommended your Club 

for a Small Grant of £1000. We submitted the 

claim in support of building interest in the up-

coming World Cup. Therefore, we will invest in 

debit card payments for all those of you who 

arrive without cash, and a sound bar for the 

TV. Thanks to Veggie for submitting the 

claim. 
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Yasir Gull and friend? 

 

CAPTION COMPETITION 
Who is this cherub (on the left) with 

another exceptional catch? Notice he’s 

holding the blunt end. 
 

And who is going off the rails? 

SERIOUS CRICKET 
Why not get kitted out for the 2019 season in club logo? 
SERIOUS CRICKET has lots of club wear. It does make a 
statement to the opposition fielding a team in club colours. 
The club receives income from all  purchases.  So far we have 

raised £170 .  
 
TAKE YOUR CAP ON HOLIDAY AND WHATSAPP A PICTURE. 

https://seriouscricket.co.uk/teamwear/stores/hurley -
cricket-club  

The AGM passed the resolution to increase subs 
from £70 to £80 per year, 
students/unemployable from £35 to £40. This 
is the first increase since 2012. Match fees 
remain unchanged. 

ANNUAL SUBS ARE DUE 
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Around the Ground 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mo has described me as ‘the Theresa May of 
negotiators’. How rude. Of course it could 
have been worse, he might have called me 
the Diane Abbott of scoring or the Prince 
Phillip of driving. I might apply that to 
Naeem next match report. 
 
We have a grant to install debit card 
payments. It is very perplexing when players 
turn up for a match without cash for their 
match fee or a pint, so now we can avoid 
debts by swiping your plastic. How can you 
come to cricket potless. 
 
Little Gaddesden have joined Premier 
Division 1. It is 44 miles from Hurley, north of 
Hemel Hempstead. Meanwhile, the TVL has 
gone regional from Division 3 down, makes 
yer think dunnit. 
 

Our league is reformed with 
Championship, Premier 1, Premier 2 and 
then two feeder divisions (BL and CL) 
each of two divisions. Our 1XI are in Prem 
1, 2XI in CL2, effectively division 5 East. 
Matches start 11th May. 
 
Thanks to Matt, Phil and MW for offering 
to keep the bar stocked, but Jeff has now 
said he would cover it for another year so 
please make use of it. 
 
Mike is believed to be working on a new 
scoreboard, and for all you sceptics who 
don’t believe it is happening, we will call 
it Brexit. 
 
Greg is working on some Brexit related 
sledging next year, Anna Soubery beware. 

 

Contributors this issue: 
Prof, Pat 

It’s so easy to sign up to Easyfundraising, a %age of 
your purchase goes to Hurley CC. sign up at  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
so far we have raised £1,585 STILL only with 58 
supporters (no increase from last issue). Please sign up, 
it’s easy or refer a friend for an extra £5. MW leads the 
donors with £434. 
 

 
 

AUSTRALIAN WITH FOOT 
IN MOUTH 
 
Usman Khawaja has been 
suffering some bizarre form 
of legless-ness according to 
Justin Langer. “He had that 
knee injury after the UAE and 
he’s just finding his feet 
again” 
 he said. 
 
Clearly confident these 
troubles are now behind the 
batsman, Langer added: “We 
need him to stand up.” 
 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/

