
Binfield 2XI v HURLEY 1XI – 25th July 2015 

 

HURLEY 
S Wright c York b Sculyy 4 

D Simoes c Wright b Scully 21 

N Akhtar Not Out 117 

G Lewis c Scully b Boad 41 

S Taylor b Goddard 14 

S Hussain Not Out 74 

C Wright 

V Sharma  

I Arshad 

B Balakrshan  

P Ridgeway   

 Extras 16 

 Total 287-4 

 

BINFIELD 2XI 
K Gupta c Balakrshan b Akhtar 4 

R Higginson Not Out 135 

J Scully c Simoes b Akhtar 8 

J Wright c Hussain b Akhtar 6 

J Browning c Simoes b Ridgeway 28 

H Lee c Sharma b Ridgeway 2 

S York c Simoes b Ridgeway 3 

Kathir Not Out 1 

 Extras 9 

 Total 196-6 

 

P Ridgeway 14-2-49-3 V Sharma 7-1-30-0 

N Akhtar 11-1-49-3 B Balakrshan 5-0-15-0 

S Taylor  2-0-16-0 C Wright 2-0-16-0 

I Arshad 8-2-20-0  

 

Hurley’s season, and quite possibly the match hung on the toss of a coin today. With less 

points than a Hornby starter pack, Hurley desperately need to start picking up wins. Heavy 

rain on Friday had left the wicket soft especially at the road end despite the protection of 

the covers. Skipper Naeem Akhtar inevitably called wrong and Hurley were invited to bat. 

Steve Wright clipped the third ball square for a boundary but then got a brute of a ball that 

popped off the wicket and looped to the keeper. Dave Simoes (21) and Naeem Akhtar 

(117not) then had a difficult 10 overs as the ball continued to rear, but they battled on to 

add 44 in 13 overs before Simoes couldn’t get over another rising ball and was caught at leg 

slip. The return of George Lewis (41) is a welcome addition to the Hurley line up and he 

produced a glorious mature innings to provide some big hitting with thoughtful defence. He 

added the majority of the 67 runs for the 3rd wicket. Steve Taylor (14) was clearly struggling 

with an achillies and moved like the Natural History Museum, but when he fell with the score 

on 153-4, this opened the gates for the big hitting Shaan Hussain (74not). With Akhtar 

creaming the ball through the field, Hussain opted for the big hitting over the top. His 50 

came in 32 balls and Hurley added 99 runs from their last 10 overs. Akhtar brought a well-

deserved 100 up with a booming 6 over mid-wicket and Hurley declared on 287-4 in 51 overs. 

 

Superman Akhtar (3-49) made the early breakthrough. Opting to start with the old ball and 

pulling his spin out of the locker, the flight enticed Gupta (4) to loft to mid-off in the 4th over. 

Akhtar struck twice more in quick succession to reduce Binfield to 68-3 as Dave Simoes took a 

thin edge behind and Hussain clung on at long off. Richard Higginson (135not) however 



could not be enticed into an error and continued to accumulate the bulk of the runs. James 

Browning (28) showed little inclination of taking advantage of the drying wicket and 

increasingly quick outfield. These two trundled along adding 111 in 32 stultifying overs as 

Hurley rotated 7 bowlers in an attempt to tempt Browning out of his bunker. Phil Ridgeway (3-

49) finally appeared on the scorecard gaining an edge from Browning, well taken by Simoes. 

This precipitated a mini collapse from 179-3 to 195-6 but it came too late for the visitors as the 

match ended a tame draw. Despite this, Hurley finally showed rare form, though better 

availability showed the potential still in the club. 


