
Purley U/15 101-6 lost to Hurley U/15 103-7 by 3 wickets. 
 
On a beautiful summer’s evening, the two 'Urleys, Purley and Hurley, served up a 
memorable Semi-Final in the Berkshire League. 
 
In front of a bumper crowd, Hurley inserted the opposition and made immediate inroads 
with Hill (1-15) rattling the timbers of Harlowe. Further woe was to follow, with a slick bit of 
fielding from Calliss leaving Fifield well short of his ground. 
 
Jackson (38) proved the mainstay of the Purley innings, with some almighty 6s in amongst 
the steady defence. 'Bowled Graham' is a regular entry into the Hurley scorebook and once 
again an impressive spell of bowling (4-1-7-2) ensured Purley were never able to accelerate 
beyond 5 an over, and spare bails had to be sent for. Lower order contributions from Airey 
(15*) and Richards (14) ensured a competitive total would be set on a lively pitch. Bussell (1-
19) and wrecking machine, Cooper (1-6) kept the total to achievable levels at 101. 
 
In response, Graham (8) set down a marker with a positive response, before edging one way 
into orbit and into the hands of impressive keeper Harlowe. Green (0) soon followed to 
leave Hurley in a sticky situation at 12-2. Hill (12) and Skelton (7) rebuilt the innings, runs 
not coming easily despite the most defensive field set since World War 2. That not with-
standing, the Purley bowling and fielding was hugely impressive. A middle order collapse put 
Hurley in a perilous position at 51-6 after 12 overs. 
 
With the sun beginning to fade in the distance, Man of the Match Alec Bussell entered the 
fray, first cautiously, before becoming more expansive in a season's best performance of 
38*, displaying class and intelligence to work towards the total. His co-pilot, bowling 
specialist, Arjan Bagri (11) rotated the strike excellently to put Hurley in contention at the 
business end of the game. However, a direct hit accounted for Bagri at 80-7 with 3 overs 
remaining. 
 
By this stage, the sun was almost coming up for the next day, but both teams displayed a 
willingness to complete the game, and supported by McGuinness (2*), Bussell managed to 
put bat to ball with huge authority, and make a mockery of the 9 required off the last over, 
with a scampered two, followed by a brutal straight drive and a streaky four that spectators 
only saw once it has passed the boundary line and kick-started wild scenes of jubilation 
amongst the Hurley masses. 
 
Thanks to all involved; I look forward to finals day on 11th September. More details will 
follow when I have calmed down. 
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