
Emmbrook & Bearwood 2nd XI vs Hurley 2nd XI – Chiltern League Division 2 (90 overs win/lose) 

Date: 28th May 2022 

Weather: Warm and sunny 

Elevation: 176ft above sea level 

Toss: Hurley – elected to bat first 

Result: Emmbrook & Bearwood won by 6 wickets 

 

Innings of Hurley 

C. Williams c. Parry b. Mead 31 
M. Singh c. J. Cole b. Goodwin 61 
H-A. Baig c. Trueman b. Goodwin 13 
A. Singh+ LBW b. Mead 1 
R. Singh c. Parry b. Trueman 42 
S. Singh c. Ramsey b. Balakrishnan 69 
J. Singh* Not Out  16 
K. Hussain Not Out  1 
E. Hussain    
L. Cole    
J. Barrass    
  Extras (8b, 6lb, 16w, 2nb) 32 
  TOTAL 266-6 

 

R. Balakrishnan 8 3 41 1 
T. Morgan 9 0 58 0 
A. McNab 9 2 30 0 
A. Trueman 9 0 57 1 
J. Goodwin 3 0 35 2 
D. Mead 7 1 31 2 

 

Innings of Emmbrook & Bearwood 

J. Goodwin Not Out  135 
S. Das  b. K. Hussain 1 
A. Trueman c. M. Singh b. J. Singh 31 
I. Ratcliffe  b. Cole 29 
R. Balakrishnan*  b. M. Singh 49 
H. Ramsey Not Out  7 
D. Waters    
T. Morgan    
I. Parry+    
D. Mead    
A. McNab    
  Extras (3b, 2lb, 5w, 5nb) 15 
  TOTAL 267-4 

 



J. Singh 8 0 53 1 
K. Hussain 6 0 41 1 
L. Cole 9 1 45 1 
E. Hussain 7 0 37 0 
R. Singh 6 0 40 0 
J. Barrass 2 0 19 0 
M. Singh 3 0 28 1 

 

Hurley succumbed to their first league defeat of the season at the most South-Westerly team in the 

division, with a vociferous Emmbrook and Bearwood chasing down a formidable target of 267 at a 

canter to win by 6 wickets and with 4 overs to spare. 

For the third game running Hurley won the toss and on good looking track with fast outfield elected 

to bat first. Openers Clive Williams (31) and Mandeep Singh (61) proceeded steadily putting on 102 

for the first wicket, both batsmen profiting from being dropped early on in their innings. Singh was 

the more aggressive hitting several boundaries as he brought up his half-century off 49 balls. At 

drinks, the visitors were nicely placed at 95-0 although as often happens the break allows the 

fielding team to regroup, and so it proved with Singh being bowled immediately after the restart by 

Jamie Goodwin (2-35) in the 24th over, quickly followed by Williams well caught behind off the leg-

spin of Dan Mead (2-31) in the 25th. In fact, the spinners proved far more economical and difficult to 

get away, with Alec McNab (0-30) bowling well with little reward. Haider-Ali Baig (13) tamely 

chipped to cover off Goodwin and Mead had Akash Singh (1) hit in front to leave Hurley 136-4 off 29 

overs and in danger of collapsing more quickly than Amber Heard’s evidence. However, the visitors 

have a packed middle order and, despite being missing the in-form Josh Cole, a choir of Singhs 

delivered a rapid acceleration taking 130 off the final 15 overs. The classy Ravi Singh (42 off 31 balls), 

the inelegant Sher Singh (69 off 57 balls) and the skipper Joban Singh (16* off 16 balls) led the 

charge as the home bowlers started to wilt and the fielding become more ragged. Ravi was caught 

behind from the medium pace of Adrian “Beano” Trueman (1-57) at 232-5 in the 41st over, the pair 

putting on 90 for the 5th wicket, and Sher was caught in the deep from the last over of the innings, 

skipper Ravi Balakrishnan (1-41) being the beneficiary. 

The discussions on the sidelines at tea was whether 266 was too much to chase for Emmbrook, who 

were also missing a few regulars due to injury and 17-year-old birthday parties. In the event the 

home team cruised to victory although the loss of an early wicket as Sayandeep Das (1) was bowled 

by youngster Kumalye Hussain (1-41) in the 4th over. The reply was largely marshalled by the 

excellent Jamie Goodwin (135*) who played shots all around the ground bringing up his 50 off 58 

balls and his 100 off 101, as he massively profited from being dropped twice – once before he had 

scored and once on 1 – giving credence to the term “expensive drop”. The home crowd were 

subjected to their very own Truman Show, as Trueman (31) slapped a rapid, if unorthodox, knock 

adding 50 in 7 overs until trying to heave one too many and being caught in the deep off Joban Singh 

(1-53). Having seen the slow stuff harder to get away earlier in the match, Singh quickly turned to his 

17-year-old spinner Liam Cole (1-45), who bowled splendidly with little luck. At drinks the game was 

evenly poised with Emmbrook on 129-2 and still needing 138 to win off the final 22 overs but with 

plenty of wickets in hand. The break again proved helpful to the fielding team; Cole removing Ian 

Ratcliffe (29) clean bowled in the 24th over at 129-3, having put on 65 for the 3rd wicket. Ejaz Hussain 

(0-37) plied his medium pace trundlers to good effect to stifle the run rate, but with Joban Singh 

trying to rotate his bowlers to get another wicket the change of Ravi Singh (0-40) and Joe Barrass (0-

19) came in for some punishment as Goodwin and Balakrishnan (49) combined to add 115 in 16 

overs with very few alarms to take Emmbrook to the brink of victory. Just like the Johnny Depp vs 



Amber Heard defamation trial, Hurley’s fielding at times was bordering on the ridiculous, Goodwin 

being dropped for a third time and the visitors gifting the home team probably an additional 40 or so 

runs which probably cost them the game. Balakrishnan was finally bowled one short of a well-

deserved half-century by Mandeep Singh (1-28) with one that kept a little low, although the 

expanding home crowd had prematurely celebrated the 50 until a scorer recount confirmed he was 

till one short. It was left to Harry Ramsey (7*) to hit the winning runs, with Goodwin carrying his bat, 

to win by 6 wickets. 

Despite some energetic ‘encouragements’ from both sides, the match was played in good spirits, 

and an aggregate of 533 runs for the loss of only 10 wickets testament to a good batting pitch. All 

that was left was to retire to the bar to watch a disappointing Champions League final. 


